Should College Athletes be Paid?


The debate of whether or not college athletes should be paid comes up many times. I would say that college athletes should be paid. There are many reasons why someone would say that the athletes should be paid, but the main reasons that I say yes are because it makes economic sense, athletes who are paid won't gamble for more money, and athletes bring hundreds of dollars to their schools and they get none of that money.


First of all, it would help the athletes and the colleges economically if the athletes were to be paid.  If the athletes were paid, then they would learn to budget their money so that later in life they wouldn't have debt.  Even if there were hundreds of athletes playing, then each athlete could be paid for all the plays that they play , and the colleges wouldn't go into debt. Most of the money that the athletes would get would go back to the colleges for the other things that they want from the colleges.  The colleges would set an amount of money that each player gets for each play that an athletes plays and at the end of the season, they would add up all the plays a player has played and  then multiply it by how much money they would get for one play and that would be what they get.


 Athletes who are paid won't feel like they need to leave college and find a paying team, gamble for extra money, or take illegal payments.  Gambling by athletes reflect their idea that pro athletes get paid so they also should get paid too.  Many athletes have left college to find a team that will pay them to play on their team giving them a very bad education.


In addition, college athletes bring hundreds of dollars to their college and they get  none of the money that they achieve.  When hundreds to thousands of fans come to see a college game then they have to pay fifty to sixty dollars to get a seat.  After colleges get all that money from the fans, then they just go and waste it on something else like the college or their reputation.


On the other hand, other people might ask where the money will come from.  The colleges already have the money but they just waste it on something else, not on the athletes. Another question would be, won't non-revenue-generating sports be harmed by this act?  No, the high-revenue-generating sports will support the non-revenue-generating sports so, eventually, all college athletes will be paid.  


To sum it up, here are some more facts to persuade you.  Most colleges would rather pay $1.36 million to coaches than to pay the athletes pay for play. Seventy-two percent of college athletes expect to owe student loan debt by graduation and if they were to be paid then they would have enough money to pay of their student loan.  


Finally, college athletes should be paid because it will help them learn to budget their money and they will have money to live on when they grow older.  Most athletes expect to owe many types of loan so they would need money to pay off all of their loans. Many athletes say it is unfair that they don't get paid and so do I. Please help and support the athletes to become paid.
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